
Code of Conduct and Ethics for Amateur Radio Operators

Preamble

Amateur radio is more than a hobby—it is a global community built on curiosity, respect, and public

service. Every licensed operator shares responsibility for preserving the integrity and spirit of amateur

radio. This Code establishes the ethical foundation for operating practice, personal conduct, and

service to others within the amateur radio community.

1. Core Principles

1.1 Considerate — Acts courteously and never knowingly interferes with the communications or

enjoyment of others.

1.2 Responsible — Complies with regulations and accepted standards; uses good judgment in all

transmissions.

1.3 Progressive — Strives to improve technical knowledge and station performance; embraces

learning and innovation.

1.4 Helpful — Offers assistance and mentorship, fostering cooperation and support, especially for

newcomers.

1.5 Friendly — Demonstrates patience, understanding, and goodwill across cultures and languages.

1.6 Tolerant — Recognizes and respects differing opinions and operating styles, responding calmly to

conflict.

1.7 Balanced — Keeps amateur radio in perspective with family, work, and community responsibilities.

1.8 Loyal — Supports clubs, national societies, and the IARU community; promotes unity and

cooperation.

1.9 Public-Spirited — Offers skills and equipment in public service and emergency communication.

1.10 Ethical — Acts with honesty, integrity, and respect; never transmits false or harmful information.

2. Guiding Values

1. Respect – Every contact should demonstrate courtesy and mutual regard.

2. Politeness – Maintain self-control; avoid abusive or inflammatory speech.

3. Self-discipline – Amateur radio is self-policing; every operator shares responsibility.

4. Learning and mentorship – Share knowledge and welcome newcomers.

5. Accountability – Recognize that your actions reflect on all amateurs.

6. Integrity in competition – Pursue awards and contests honestly.



7. Environmental and safety awareness – Operate responsibly and safely.

3. Commitment to the Amateur Spirit

The amateur spirit is one of cooperation, curiosity, and service. It transcends nationality, language, and

generation. To honour that spirit, each operator pledges to uphold the highest standards of conduct,

serve as a positive example, promote friendship, and advance the radio art through learning and

experimentation.

4. Closing Statement

This Code is not a set of restrictions but a framework that preserves enjoyment and integrity. By

following these principles, every amateur ensures that the bands remain a place of learning, goodwill,

and service for generations to come.

Adapted from:

• The Radio Amateur’s Code (Paul M. Segal, W9EEA, 1928)

• Code of Ethics for Canadian Amateur Radio Operators (Bill Wilson, VE3NR)

• Ethics and Operating Procedures for the Radio Amateur (Devoldere & Demeuleneere, ITU, 2010)


